
This will be my last message as Commodore of Portsmouth Yacht Club. I would like to thank our 2025 Vice 
Commodore Nancy Oeser and our three departing Board members, Soni Christensen, Elaine Perry, and 
Robert “Demo” DeMaria, for their contributions to the club.  As I hand the helm over to Commodore Chris 
Clement I have no doubt he will do an excellent job leading the organization into the future. I’d also like to 
congratulate Vice Commodore Toby Clarke, Assistant Vice Commodore Theresa White, Rear Commodore 
Steve Falzone, and Assistant Rear Commodore Peter Amarosa.   

2026 marks my 12th year as a board member, and the end of my 6th year as an officer, having served as Vice, 
Rear and Commodore multiple times.  I can say with a high level of confidence that the club is in great hands.   
The new Officers and the Board of Directors are some of the finest and most competent individuals that have 
ever served.  It is a job of service requiring unique skills to balance regulations and the increased demands of 
the membership.  I don’t think most members understand the 
complexity of running the organization, nor do they need to, 
but they should appreciate that it requires dedication, skill, 
and commitment to keep the club functioning.  However, we 
are fortunate that we have many members who step up to 
volunteer their professional services and general labor to 
keep PYC running at the level we’ve come to expect. 

I am honored to have been given the opportunity to serve in 
the positions I’ve held, and would like to express my 
appreciation for the support you all have given me in electing 
and helping me with all the tasks necessary to make PYC 
what it is. There are too many of you to acknowledge 
individually but know that I know your efforts and appreciate 
them. 

I’ll continue to be a Director through 2026 and look forward to 
hearing your suggestions as to how to make the organization 
better.   

Thank you again.   
Dan 
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View from the Bridge 
Commodore Dan Gingras  

Join us for the  

Portsmouth Yacht Club  
Winter Brunch 

Introducing the 2026  

Flag Officers and Directors! 

Sunday, January 4th 
Doors open at 10:30 | Brunch at 11:00 

Jimmy’s Jazz and Blues Club 
135 Congress St, Portsmouth  

See page 7 for details 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

Richard Green has been interviewed by the  

Membership Committee and placed on the Wait List 

 
 

     We have 7 new applications for membership: 

 Louis and Susan Dow of Greenland, sponsored by Donna & Stu Levinson and Diane Gerber & Steve 

Demarais. Louie and Sue bought their second boat in 2023 at Badgers Island Marina in Kittery. They 

would love to be part of PYC, and have enjoyed volunteering and participating in social events at PYC. 

They have 2 grown children, 3 grandchildren, and another on the way. Their family loves the water and 

enjoys boating together. They have owned Dow’s Automotive in Portsmouth for 30 years, and Louie 

worked with his father there for 22 years prior. He has volunteered at the Middle Street Baptist Church 

in Portsmouth for 40 years. Their hobbies are golfing, boating, gardening, and construction projects. 

They’ve enjoyed flipping houses, and recently sold their last two. They are now ready to enjoy having 

more time being with their family. Their current boat is a 35’ Sea Ray powerboat. 

 James Rosenfield and Jane Armstrong of New Castle, sponsored by Randy Bryan and Terri Lareau. 

Jamey and Jane are enthusiastic about the prospect of joining PYC. They happily moved to New Castle 

three years ago to live year round. Jamey, an avid sailor, was raised in Marblehead, MA racing 420’s 

and Rhodes 19s (which he still sails), and running the Race Committee boat at Eastern Point Yacht 

Club in Gloucester. He and Jane have enjoyed getting to know PYC members and look forward to 

contributing to the life of the club, including social gatherings, committee involvement, and boating 

activities. Jamey can also offer musical services as a bagpiper! He is founder of global energy and 

environmental research firm, CERE, now part of S&P Global, where he serves as SVP. He is 

passionate about the ocean and is a Life Trustee of Woods HOLE oceanographic Institution. He has 

three adult children, two grandchildren, and another on the way. Jane grew up on the New Jersey 

shore, lived in Gloucester, MA, and is always happy to be out on the water. She is founder of an 

executive search firm specializing in independent schools, is a mother of five, and grandmother of ten. 

Their current boat is Swallow, a Rhodes 19. 

 Terry and Luiara Anderton of Estero, FL are seeking reinstatement. Terry and Luiara moved to SW 

Florida in 2024 as fulltime residents. After a year in Florida they realized how much they missed their 

friends and family, and participating in the many clubs and organizations they enjoyed so much. They 

miss the PYC and the many friends they have in the club. This year they decided to return to New 

Hampshire for the summer, and they intend to do so every year going forward. Their family home is 

located directly across the street from the club. They look forward to participating as active members of 

the club, and contributing time and energy as needed. 

 Daniel & June DeSantis of Stratham, sponsored by Chris Lund and Dan Gingras. Dan and June are 

originally from Belleville, NJ and spent their summers at the Jersey Shore. Dan started his career as a 

chemical engineer and retired as a human resources professional. Dan’s employment took him and his 

family to opportunities in NJ, PA, IL and ultimately, Hamilton, MA, where they lived until 2017 when they 

moved to Stratham, NH. They would like to join PYC because of the beach, ocean, boating, and people 

who love the same things that have always been important in their lives. Dan has worked for PYC as a 

launch driver and dockhand since October 2024, and loves to fix things. He has made multiple 

improvements to the dock house and has participated in several Docks In and Docks Out events. He 

has owned many boats, the most recent of which is Skip II, a 26’ Regulator. 

continued 
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2026 FLAG OFFICERS 

 Commodore Chris Clement    Commodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Vice Commodore Toby Clarke    ViceCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Asst. Vice Commodore Theresa White   ViceCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

      Rear Commodore Steve Falzone    RearCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Asst. Rear Commodore Peter Amarosa   RearCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

2026 APPOINTED 

   Treasurer Doyle Skeels     Treasurer@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Secretary Beth Fraser     Secretary@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Communications Secy Christina Weller   Communications@PortsmouthYC.org 

2026 DIRECTORS 

Keith Bridge 

Peter Donahue 

PC Dan Gingras 

Jim Haslam 

Nancy Oeser 

Andy Smith 

Paul Urbanek 

Membership News continued 

 Matt Hunter of Greenland, sponsored by Bill & Shellie Driscoll and David McArdle. It has been Matt’s 

lifelong dream to become a member of PYC. The many of his family members are, or have been, 

longtime PYC members. His great grandfather, Charles Walker (member in 1908), his grandparents, 

Tim “Doc” (Flag Officer and Board of Directors) & Nancy Driscoll, Tim & Mary Ann Driscoll, Bill & 

Shellie Driscoll, and several other relatives are current members. His parents, Alan & Ellen Hunter 

(Tim’s sister) had their wedding reception at PYC. He has many fond memories of sunrise & sunset 

cruises, countless fishing trips, and has attended many family lobster bakes at PYC. Matt looks 

forward to becoming a member of this special place.  He feels he is handy, enjoys cooking/grilling, 

likes to help others, and volunteers for work. He has a 22’ powerboat, Petrel, kept on a New Castle 

mooring. 

 Joseph Wolfkill and Sarah Fodero of Portsmouth, sponsored by Tyler Forthofer & Savannah Fodero 

and Kip & Laurie Lebar. Sarah and Joey are excited about becoming members of PYC. The club has 

been part of their lives one way or another for quite some time. Sarah worked at PYC from ’08-’12 as 

a dockhand and launch driver, and feels it was the best summer job she ever had. The club has also 

been a beautiful gathering place for family celebrations. They love to be outside and on the water as 

much as a NH summer will allow. Joey obtained his NH boating license in 2024. As PYC guests, they 

have many memories with family and friends, and they would like to create new memories as 

members. Now that they own a home in Portsmouth, they are eager to get involved, meet new 

people, and give back the PYC community.  

 Gail Cassin and Bruce Atkins of Newburyport, MA, sponsored by William & Patricia Lenz and Shaun 

& Kathleen Mathews. Bruce was born and raised in Marblehead, MA. Sailing since the age of 6, his 

sailing experiences led him to pursue a career in the Merchant Marine (SMMA ’70) where he sailed 

as a master of ocean vessels for 20 years. Bruce and Gail have been boating together for many 

years in many places. They find the New Castle/Portsmouth waters special for boating experiences, 

and the PYC as major contributor to this experience. They know many PYC members and feel the 

culture of the club compliments what they want from the boating/social experience. They look forward 

to becoming contributing members and supporting the club in any way they can. Their current boat is 

Imagine, a 34’ Albin trawler . 
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From the Vice Commodore  

REFLECTING BACK 

Club events have wrapped up for the 2025 season.  I 

am so grateful to the members who hosted and 

contributed to a wonderful season.  Every event was 

sold out with a waiting list which is a tribute to the 

hosts.  

I would be remiss if I did not thank Wendy our 

amazing Steward whose communication with me was 

fantastic.  She is such an asset to our club and a huge 

part of its success. 

I am excited for our new 2026 Vice and Assistant Vice 

Commodores to begin their planning for the season 

and look forward to participating in some of the events 

they have in store for us all. 

Fondly, 

Nancy Leigh Oeser, Vice Commodore 2025 

PLANNING AHEAD 

Hi all!   Now that the 2025 season has come to a 

close, believe it or not it is time to start planning for 

2026 at PYC. 

Some things are already scheduled:  

December 6 from 11am -1pm - Social Committee 

planning meeting at the New Castle Church.  We 

encourage all available members (especially new 

members!) to attend to help us fill the social calendar 

with a combination of tried and true annual events as 

well as new ideas.  

January 4 - Join us for the  PYC Winter Brunch to be 

held at Jimmy’s Jazz and Blues Club in Portsmouth. 

Sign up early to hold your spot.  Details on page 7! 

Theresa and I are looking forward to helping our 

members host a fabulous season.  

Best to all, 
Toby Clarke, Vice Commodore 2026 
Theresa White, Assistant Vice Commodore 2026 
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September 12th Lobster Dinner 

October 4th Commodore’s Chowder 

October 9th Annual Meeting 
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  A View from the Rear  

The Club is pretty much buttoned up for the 

winter. A few more walkthroughs should finish 

it up. Thank you to Mike Coffey for taking the 

lead on winterizing the club water system and 

having the town shut off the water to the club 

for the winter. Thank you to Andy Courteau, 

Ken Jones, Greg Gebow, Roger Wells, Paul 

Urbanek, PC Dan Gingras, and Peter Amarosa 

from the House & Docks crew for helping to 

complete the task. Wendy has met with all of 

our vendors to winterize the various clubhouse 

systems. Thanks Bill Rushforth and Roy 

Briscoe for taking down the awning over the 

grills. 

Docks Out went very well. Thank you to the 

Crew Leads for keeping everyone on task and 

getting the job done quickly and safely. The 

day was well attended with many new and 

prospective members participating.  Thank you 

to those who attended and participated. To 

those who could not make it we hope to see 

you at Docks In.  

We are excited to announce that our Steward 

Wendy Rolfe has agreed to return to PYC for 

the 2026 season. 

I want to welcome Peter Amarosa as the other 

half of the Rear Commodore team for 2026. 

The complexities of operating PYC make this a 

two-person job and I look forward to us 

working together.  A big thank you to Toby 

Clarke for all that he did to keep us on course 

with the various projects that he led or was 

involved in. His input, help, and participation 

were greatly appreciated and invaluable this 

past season. 

Steve Falzone & Toby Clarke  
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Scenes from Docks Out, 2026 
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 CRUISE NEWS  

THANK YOU KEN & MAGGIE JONES! 

Ken and Maggie have been our Cruise 

Directors extraordinaire for 12 years. 

Sadly, this summer was their last. As we 

once again thank them, it amazes us how 

quickly each year goes by! 

We can’t thank them enough for all that 

they both do to make the PYC cruise the 

success that it always is.  As directors 

they both handle everything with such 

calmness, great leadership and 

unbelievable organization throughout the 

year long process. 

There are always the usual boat issues and 

problems for many of us. Also, this year 

there was Hurricane Erin making her way up 

the coast. This caused many of us to 

unfortunately end our cruise a week early. 

Ken and Maggie are both so good at 

helping us sometimes make difficult 

decisions and always have our safety as 

their priority. 

We are all so grateful to them both and 

thank them so much for all their years of 

dedication to the PYC cruise!  

Ken & Maggie enjoying the Rockland  Lobster Crate Races 

Sea Quest snug in Northeast Harbor 




