
After an absolutely amazing PYC cruise, with almost 3 weeks without fog or rain, we started to take 
gear off Lionheart in preparation for taking her to the yard for the winter.   Where did the summer 
go?  

We’ve still got a few weeks left in the PYC season which will include a couple of events that Phyllis 
and I are hosting.  We’re trying something new on Friday September 26

th
 where we’re having a 

Multi-Club grill night.  We’ve invited Kittery Point Yacht club and the Navy Yacht club to join us on a 
first come first served basis to build some rapport with them, and to introduce them to our 
exceptional facilities and our wonderful gas dock!!  On October 4

th
 we’ll host the Commodore’s 

Chowder, a free event with chowder and salad for anyone who stops in. At the Chowder we will be 
collecting donations of used nautical gear for the charity Sailing Ships Maine, an organization that 
“delivers experiential learning programs at sea and creates life-changing opportunities for teens of 
all abilities and income levels to discover the ocean environment, expand leadership skills and 
consider further maritime training.” I’ve been cleaning out my basement of about 40 years of gear 
that is perfectly functional, but that I have no use for. It’s 
a good opportunity to make some room in your 
basement. 

As a reminder, if you’re sponsoring a new member who 
needs to volunteer at an event, remember that Docks 
Out is on October 18

th
 and we can always use help.   

Lastly, if anyone is interested in getting a captain’s 
license, either Operator of Uninspected Passenger 
vessels (the “six pack license”) or a Masters license, 
we’re starting a new 3 weekend class (Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday) in November.  Drop me a note and I’ll send 
you the details.   

Dan Gingras, Commodore 

Commodore@PortsmouthYC.org 
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View from the Bridge 
Commodore Dan Gingras  

SAVE THE DATE:  

Portsmouth Yacht Club  

Annual Meeting 

Thursday,  October 9, 7 PM  
 

View Officer and Committee 

Chair Reports (as available), 

and Nominee Biographies on 

the PYC website:  

2025 Annual Meeting 

mailto:Commodore@PortsmouthYC.org
https://portsmouthyc.org/WP/member-area/2025-annual-meeting/
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

 

The following applicants have been interviewed by the Membership Committee and 

placed on the wait list. 

 Joanne L Smith & Kevin McCarthy 
 Derek & Jeanne Stern 
 Jeffrey and Kari Schmitz 
 

 

 

We have 5 new applications for membership: 

 Andrew & Jennifer Cotrupi of Portsmouth, sponsored by Doug Macdonald and 

Donna & Stu Levinson. Over their years of boating, Andrew and Jennifer have 

admired PYC. They feel they were greeted warmly by both members and dock staff 

when stopping at the club for fuel. They have lived and raised their three daughters 

on the seacoast for 37 years. Their children are now grown, and Andrew and 

Jennifer have a renewed interest in growing their water loving community. The social 

aspect of the club, along with the collective, cooperative spirit of pitching in on days 

like Docks In/Docks Out, is something they would like to be part of. They have a 29’ 

powerboat Dancing Bear II. 

 Lawrence (Lonnie) & Mitzi Weil of New Castle, sponsored by Sharon Griffin and 

Katherine Hollister. Lonnie and Mitzi have been residents of New Castle for a little 

over five years. They moved to the seacoast wanting to be next to the ocean and 

because of their love of the sea they hope to add boating to their activities. Mitzi has 

been active at the Wentworth by the Sea pool, tennis and pickleball, and is also 

actively involved in playing Mahjong at the library and PYC. She also participates in 

local strength and conditioning classes at the recreation center. Lonnie is a member 

of one of the men’s book groups at the library, and was a mentor at the MH 

Trefethen School this year. They look forward to becoming active members of the 

club and plan to get a boat in the near future. 

 Terry & Caitlin Clarke of Greenland, sponsored by Toby & Nancy Clarke and David 

Murphy. Terry and Caitlin are excited to apply for membership at PYC. They both 

share a love for boating and enjoy spending time cruising the New England coast 

and exploring nearby harbors. Just as important to them is being part of a vibrant 

and welcoming community. They feel the membership has been welcoming and 

fosters a community through shared experiences, love of the sea, and stewardship 

of the club. They are looking forward to joining in social events, dockside gatherings, 

and group cruises – all great ways to connect with fellow members and make lasting 

friendships. They presently have a 20’ powerboat. 

continued 

http://PortsmouthYC.org
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2025 FLAG OFFICERS 

 Commodore Dan Gingras     Commodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Vice Commodore Nancy Oeser    ViceCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Rear Commodore Steve Falzone    RearCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Assistant Rear Commodore Toby Clarke   RearCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

 2025 APPOINTED 

   Treasurer Doyle Skeels     Treasurer@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Secretary Beth Fraser     Secretary@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Communications Secy Christina Weller   Communications@PortsmouthYC.org 

2025 DIRECTORS 

Keith Bridge 

Soni Christensen 

Christopher Clement 

Robert DeMaria 

Jim Haslam 

Elaine Perry 

Andy Smith 
Theresa White 
 

Membership News continued 

 

 Kent & Mary Christison of Hampton, NH and Raleigh, North Carolina, sponsored by Jim 

& Marina McAdams and Denise McCooey. Kent and Mary have lived seasonally on 

Great Boars Head at North Beach Hampton for decades. Mary is originally from 

Massachusetts and spent many summer vacations at Hampton Beach and along the 

NH Seacoast while growing up. Kent is originally from the Mid West, and was 

introduced to the seacoast by Mary. It is their favorite place to be with family during 

summer visits. Upon retirement, they now spend about 4 months here, arriving in June 

and leaving in October. The have enjoyed attending social events at PYC and meeting 

other members. They are eager to meet and develop friendships through social events 

and service activities. They look forward to volunteering in various capacities. 

 Ted & Lisa Gupton of Hampton, sponsored by Liz & Tom Burbank and Jim & Sammy 

Baldini. Ted and Lisa look forward to the opportunity to join, volunteer, and participate in 

all PYC activities – on and off the water. They are co-owners of a Hunter 27, Vento, 

moored in Pepperrell Cove, and both are lifelong sailors. Lisa is a 3
rd

 generation 

seacoast native. They live in Hampton, NH 6 months of the year and in Fort Worth, TX 

the other six months. They raced and owned sailboats while members of the Fort Worth 

Boat Club for 30+ years. They have chartered sailboats, domestic and international, 

bareboat and crewed. Lisa was a working lobsterman out of Sagamore Creek one 

summer in the late 1970’s, the first woman in NH to do so.  

http://PortsmouthYC.org
mailto:Commodore@portsmouthyc.org?subject=
mailto:ViceCommodore@portsmouthyc.org
mailto:RearCommodore@portsmouthyc.org?subject=
mailto:RearCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org
mailto:treasurer@portsmouthyc.org?subject=
mailto:secretary@portsmouthyc.org?subject=
mailto:communications@portsmouthyc.org?subject=
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Fall has arrived and with it cooler temperatures, and 

finally some much needed rain!  Events this year have 

been sold out with long waiting lists. The hosts have 

excelled with these events, along with Wendy and her 

crew ensuring things run smoothly. The Multi-Club 

Event is this coming Friday and is hopefully the first of 

many in getting our fellow boaters together.  The Post-

Cruise Dinner will be held on Sunday, Oct. 28
th
.   

As we enter October, the Commodores Chowder is at 

noon on Saturday the fourth. Also on that day, starting 

at 10am we will be collecting used nautical gear for the 

nonprofit Sailing Ships Maine (see pg. 10). Sunday the 

5
th
 of October will be the last social event of the year, 

the Past Commodores Cocktail Party (see pg. 11), 

hosted by the Lisa & Peter Amarosa, Darlene & Grant 

Cumming and Crew.  Our annual meeting will be on 

Thursday the 9
th
 at 7pm at the club.  We look forward to 

seeing you all there.  This will be followed by Docks Out 

on October 18
th
.  Thank you, all of our summer hosts, 

for a wonderful season.   

Fondly,  

Nancy Leigh Oeser, Vice Commodore 
COLLECTING DONATIONS 

OF USED NAUTICAL GEAR 

Saturday, October 4, 10-2 

On Saturday, October 4,  

from 10 - 2, Portsmouth 

Yacht Club will be 

collecting donations of 

used nautical gear for the 

charity Sailing Ships 

Maine. 

(see details on page 10) 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

SEPTEMBER 
September hosts:  Nancy Almgren,  

Nancy Jackson, Ruth Zikaras 
 

9/26(F)    MULTI-CLUB GRILL NIGHT 

9/28(SU) POST CRUISE DINNER 

 

OCTOBER 
October hosts: Mary Beth Goldberg, Debby Gebow 

10/4(S)    COMMODORE’S CHOWDER 

10/5(SU)  PAST COMMODORES  

     COCKTAIL PARTY (see pg.11) 

10/9 (TH) PYC ANNUAL MEETING 

   2025 Annual Meeting 

10/18(S)   DOCKS OUT & POT LUCK  

     LUNCH -  details to come 

10/25(S)   WORK PARTY - IF NEEDED 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Follow up-to-date information on the 

 PYC Website Calendar 

August 29th Mexican Dinner 

http://PortsmouthYC.org
https://portsmouthyc.org/WP/member-area/2025-annual-meeting/
http://portsmouthyc.org/WP/?page_id=749
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  A View from the Rear | Steve Falzone, Toby Clarke 

As the boating season winds down, we are 

operating with a skeleton crew of staff.  Wendy 

and Russ are filling almost all of the hours we are 

open. Wendy is wearing two hats; Steward and 

dockhand. We have adjusted the hours we are 

open to 10am to 6pm during the week and 8am to 

6pm on the weekends. We sent out a call for 

members to help on the docks, fueling boats and 

taking members to their boats. We received a 

tremendous response. This will help Wendy to 

focus on other tasks. We want to thank everyone 

who volunteered for your help  

We are still busy pumping fuel, running the 

launch, and renting moorings. Russ, in 

coordination with the Kittery Harbor Master and 

Pink Boat Diving, got mooring #499 moved from 

Pepperell Cove to the entrance of the Kittery 

Back Channel. It has a heavier block and better 

swing room, so we can now accommodate boats 

55-60ft. We have applied to the waitlist for three 

additional moorings with the town of Kittery. We 

will also apply for two or three more moorings 

with the PDA 

Peter Amarosa has ordered repair parts needed 

for the grills, an igniter for the large grill, and a 

gas manifold for the small grill. Thank you, 

Peter, for continuing to keep the grills in 

good working order. 

Thank you to Terri Lareau for painting a 

safety strip on the threshold of the porch 

door entryway.  

Docks out is set for 10/18 with a 10am 

high tide. We will be making an 

announcement with the details soon. 

A big thank you to Mary Pat Gibson and 

Jim Rini for a backbreaking (on a warm 

and humid day) job well done, replacing 

the rhododendrons in the front of the club 

with new plantings. Mary Pat Gibson and Jim Rini - Finishing up the new planting 

Asst RC Toby Clarke working on Grill Maintenance 

http://PortsmouthYC.org


CRUISE NEWS | PC Ken Jones, Cruise Director 

The 2025 Portsmouth Yacht Club Cruise traveled down East this summer and we were 

rewarded with some beautiful weather. It was a smaller group this summer, but we still had 

anywhere from 5-7 boats cruising at any 

one time. 

Some highlights of the Cruise were a 

cocktail party at Dysarts Great Harbor 

Marina hosted by the land cruisers and 

the annual Chili Dinner put on by Carole 

& Cody Cartnick and Sherle Edwards. 

Thirteen cruisers signed up for a Nature 

Cruise out of Bass Harbor, which was 

excellent. 

The Post Cruise dinner will be a pot luck 

dinner held at PYC on Sunday 

September 28
th
. Members interested in 

cruising with PYC are welcome to attend. 
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PYC Cruise group at Dysarts Great Harbor Marina,  

Southwest Harbor, ME 

Nature Cruise out of Bass Harbor, ME 

http://PortsmouthYC.org
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RACE NEWS | Steve Knollmeyer, Race Committee Chair 

The race was co-sponsored with Kittery Point Yacht Club (KPYC) and is one of 5 races that comprise the 
“Commodores Cup”, with trophies awarded to the best boats in combined 5 races throughout the summer. Of 
note was Veladare, who took 1st place in four of the five races in the Commodores Cup and received first 
place for the entire series. The Commodores Cup trophy is on the bar at PYC for viewing and will be 
engraved with the winning boats from each fleet.  

A post-race social was held at PYC with a traditional hot dog and hamburger BBQ being served by PYC 
members to the racers and families. The racing community and KPYC sends many thanks to PYC for hosting 
this great event. 

Dave Mowers Memorial Regatta Race Results 

The Dave Mowers Memorial Regatta was held on Saturday 
August 9, 2025, and the weather and racing proved to be a great 
success. There were 31 boats entering the race and with the 
race start and finish in the river just off the docks, there was great 
viewing from the club. 

The boats were divided into 5 fleets: Racing A, Racing B, Racing 
C, Cruising and J24 class. 

Veladare, skippered by John (Bud) Myles took 1
st
 place in Racing 

A fleet. Other PYC member boats participating in the race are 
listed below. 

 Veladare  Bud Myles Racing A – 1st place 

 Grace Margot  Dan Rigterink Racing B – 3rd place  

 Chaos  John Zannos Racing A – 4
th
 place  

Approaching the Dave Mowers Memorial  

Regatta finish line just off the PYC docks 

PYC Member Veladare - John “Bud” Myles Wins Monhegan and Gosport Regattas in 2025  

The racing team Veladare, skippered by PYC member John 
“Bud” Myles and his pink-clad crew, has had an impressive 
sailing season in 2025.  In addition to winning the Commodores 
Cup series they have posted first place divisional wins in both 
the Monhegan Race and the Gosport Regattas. The Monhegan 
win is the third year in a row that Veladare has placed first in 
the Racing A division, beating some stiff competition from the 
Portland, ME area. This year was also marked by line honors 
with Veladare crossing the line ahead of all the boats in the 
race and first in class. Bud Myles accepted two trophies for this 
event. 

In the Gosport Regatta held 
on Saturday Sept. 13, 2025, 
Veladare also faced some 
stiff competition, with 11 local 
boats in Class A Racing 

including Jump, Hooligan, Trinity and Chaos boats from Portsmouth and Wild 
Blue down from Portland, ME. The Gosport Regatta’s history goes back to the 
Oceanic Cup, a race that attracted 50 boats including boats from England, with 
a course to the Isles of Shoals. In 1874 the race was won by US sailing yacht 
America, namesake for the world famous America’s Cup. The race is marked 
by close-in racing around the Isles of Shoals, offering great views from the 
islands and deck of Star Island Hotel. This year’s course was a beat to 
weather to the Shoals, with 2 laps around the islands, and then a downwind 
run to the finish line at Government Mark 2KR. 

The race this year was a pursuit race with boats starting in a staggered fashion 
with their handicap rating built into the start time. The slowest boats start first, 
and the fastest boat starts last.  Whoever crosses the finish line first wins.  The 
picture of Veladare’s red-white-blue spinnaker shows Veladare crossing the 
finish line first in a stiff 16-18 kt wind. Congrats to PYC member John Myles 
for all his success in what has been almost 30 years of racing the 1976 C&C 
yacht Veladare. 

Veladare crossing the  

Gosport Regatta finish line 

Veladare’s pink-clad crew 

http://PortsmouthYC.org


MV Lily Jean - Long Way Home - Part 3 
New PYC Members Stewart and Kris Hanna  

It's September 10th, Lily Jean has been winterised and ready for storage in Sweden, and my son and I are 

about to board our flight home. 

  

A lot of water has passed under Lily Jean's hull since our last update. We travelled through Denmark, 

along the German and Netherlands Frisian barrier islands, crossing the Southern Bight to Ramsgate UK, 

then bounced around the UK Southern coastline to the Isle of Wight before backtracking to cruise up the 

River Thames to London. We had a crew change in London. Kris and Cameron flew home and a friend 

joined from NJ. We then started off to Sweden, where Lily Jean would stay for the winter, visiting familiar 

ports and some new ones. Here are the highlights. 

  

 From Copenhagen, we cruised South through Denmark, exploring ports that led us to the Kiel Canal. 

Due to heavy swell, we arrived later than planned, just before 11 am, where we waited patiently to be 

given the signal to enter the locks. Commercial ships and barges enter first, then the pleasure craft are 

allowed to enter, filling up the space. When we exit, pleasure craft are first, followed by the commercial 

traffic. The canal has a 6.5 knot speed limit (converted from kph), it takes 10 hours to travel end to end, 

compounded since pleasure boats cannot travel at night or in limited visibility. Although we had 

extended daylight to work with, it was already a long day, so we decided to stop about a 1/3 of the 

distance in a town called Rendsberg. The next day, we continued and passed through the locks to 

enter the Elbe River to spend a night in Cuxhaven. 

 The Frisian Islands were next on the agenda. I had some uncertainty about fuel availability along the 

way and wanted enough fuel to reach Amsterdam. The "unmanned" Cuxhaven fuel pump had other 

ideas and rejected our cards, bar one from Australia. On top of that, it had a low limit, which meant we 

needed a new plan. We returned to our berth to think on it, review the charts and do some Googling. 

We discovered a small island called Heligoland off the German coastline that promoted cheap fuel, 

which I initially thought must be a gimmick. Since it was a 20-30NM detour, it appeared to be our best 

option versus backtracking into the Kiel Kanal. The island has some very cool history, which you should 

read up on via Wikipedia. The most relevant info we learned is its special economic status - offering 

Duty & VAT free shopping, including fuel. Diesel was 1 euro per litre. The Frisian Islands were 

wonderful, and we'd recommend stopping if you ever have a chance to pass by. 

 Next up was a visit to Amsterdam to collect our eldest son and a classmate from Mass Maritime 

Academy. The highlight was having a chance to revisit The Hague with the boys all grown up. In 2008, 

I attended a week-long business conference and combined it with a family vacation to Europe. While I 

did the conference thing, Kris and the boys were able to explore the area. A highlight was visiting 

Madurodam, a miniature park and home to 1:25 scale model replicas of famous Dutch landmarks, 

historical cities and large developments. (See 

photo comparing the two visits). But this time 

around, we learned the origins of the park, a 

memorial to George Maduro, a  Dutch law 

student from Curaçao who fought the Nazi 

occupation forces, first as a lieutenant in the 

army and later as a member of the Dutch 

resistance, and who died at Dachau 

concentration camp in 1945. His parents did not 

want a sombre memorial, so they set about 

creating what they call the "happiest memorial in 

the world"; it raised funds and continues to do so for various charities. Another highlight was revisiting 

the Escher Museum (see photo highlighting perspective on following page). When we departed The 

Hague, we had to organize to be officially stamped out of the EU per the border control requirement, 

which also ensured that our Schengen clock stopped per the EU tourist free visa rules. 

.continued 
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MV Lily Jean - Long Way Home - Part 3 continued 
New PYC Members Stewart and Kris Hanna  

 Crossing to the UK was relatively calm and uneventful. While 

we never had any major issues with language in Europe, 

being in an English-speaking country was so much easier via 

VHF. A big highlight for the boys was a chance to eat at 

Nando's (several times), a Portuguese chicken restaurant 

chain. We cruised West visiting Brighton, Southampton, the 

Isle of White and then backtracked. It was also the first time 

we saw major marine wildlife beyond birds; we had the 

pleasure of dolphins playing in our bow wave as we 

navigated slowly through a tidal race. 

 Next stop, London and up the River Thames. As we entered 

the Thames Estuary, we passed two very interesting 

landmarks, the first was the Maunsell sea forts, built in the 

Thames and Mersey estuaries during the Second World War 

to help defend the United Kingdom. They were operated as 

Army and Navy forts and named for their designer, Guy 

Maunsell. (See picture). The second was the SS Richard 

Montgomery - a wrecked American Liberty ship that was built 

during World War II. She was named after Richard 

Montgomery, an Irish officer who fought in the British Army 

during the French and Indian War and Pontiac's War and 

then in the Continental Army during the American 

Revolutionary War. According to a 2008 survey, the wreck is 

at a depth of 15 m (49 ft), on average, and leaning to 

starboard. At all states of the tide, her three masts are visible 

above the water. Because of the presence of a large quantity 

of unexploded ordnance, the ship is monitored by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency and is clearly 

marked on the relevant charts. The cruise up the river was uneventful as we monitored the various VTS 

channels and requested permission to enter the Tidal Barrier Zone. We booked a berth at a very cool 

marina in the heart of London called St Katherine's Marina, located right next to the London Bridge. At this 

point, Kris and Cameron returned to New Castle so Cameron could prepare for his final year at college, 

and a friend joined the crew. 

 From that point, we've been backtracking, visiting many of the same ports and a few new ones. Instead of 

going around the south of Denmark, we charted a course around the northern tip of Zealand to come 

South into Copenhagen to drop off my friend at the airport. Also on our minds was to spot Blue Fin Tuna 

running through the Øresund Strait between Denmark and Sweden. Check out the video at this link - 

https://youtu.be/62kd2ANCpCU 

 

With all the guest crew off, Jordan and I proceeded to prepare the boat for winter. Cleaning out the fridge, 

freezer, pantry, laundry, and a deep clean on the galley and bathrooms. Although the boat will be stored 

inside and above freezing, we decided to winterise the freshwater systems. It required some minor 

modifications to the plumping to enable repeatability. The only major task left will be for technicians to service 

the engines and drives later on. We put over 250 hours on the engines, and they performed flawlessly. We 

have a few minor warranty items to be addressed, which the boat yard is on top of. In summary, the family 

has very much enjoyed our delayed plans to bring Lily Jean home, so much so....we may spend another 

summer in Europe somewhere before making the long journey home. Thanks for following along, and if you 

have any questions or would like to hear more, don't hesitate to reach out. 

Regards, Stewart 

aŀǳƴǎŜƭƭ {Ŝŀ CƻǊǘǎ 

9ǎŎƘŜǊ aǳǎŜǳƳ - ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǝǾŜ 

https://youtu.be/62kd2ANCpCU


COLLECTING DONATIONS OF  

USED NAUTICAL GEAR 

Saturday, October 4, 10-2 

 

On Saturday, October 4, from 10 - 2, Portsmouth Yacht Club will be collecting 

donations of used nautical gear for the charity Sailing Ships Maine, an 

organization that “delivers experiential learning programs at sea and creates 

life-changing opportunities for teens of all abilities and income levels to 

discover the ocean environment, expand leadership skills and consider further 

maritime training.” 

 

Sailing Ships Maine will take anything and everything. What they do not use in 

their program, they will sort and sell. 

Old sails, old gear of all types, etc.! 

If you would like to donate larger items, please contact Elaine Perry at 

emprdh@comcast.net. 

We will provide you with an individual donation letter if you would like one. 

SAILINGSHIPSMAINE.ORG 

SAILINGSHIPSMAINE.ORG


PORTSMOUTH YACHT CLUB’S  

PAST COMMODORES COCKTAIL PARTY 
Sponsored by Lisa & Peter Amarosa, Darlene & Grant Cumming, and Crew 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5th @ 1700 (5pm to 7pm) 
 

Please join us to welcome our  

Past Commodores! 

Cocktails  

Hors d'oeuvres 

$35 per person  

Sign Up / Cancellation deadline: September 28th 


