
It’s amazing how fast time flies. The cruise is underway, and it seems like we just put the docks in.  
It’s been great so far, with a fantastic staff and so many members willing to jump in and do 
whatever needs to be done. It really is a tight-knit community.   

Some things we’re currently working on: 

Moving the event sign-up online 
We’ve been testing a new application which will eliminate the need for the sign-up book at the club, 
and allow members to sign-up and (optionally) pay for their events.  Roy Briscoe has done 
amazing work in creating the test environment, and making changes to get the software as close 
as possible to the way we do things manually.  The system will allow you to sign up, pick meals if 
required, add guests, and put you a waiting list if the event is sold out. There are still a few bugs to 
work out, but I’m convinced that this will meet our needs.  If you’re interested in testing it, let me 
know and I’ll explain how to access the system. We are hoping to have a launch for events in 
October, and full implementation in 2026.  Once launched, the sign-up sheets in the club will no 
longer be used, but we’re contemplating having an iPad to allow people to sign up at the club. 

Educational Seminars 
Capt. John Sakovits and I are working on putting on a new educational schedule for the fall and 
winter.  If you have a specific topic you’d like to have us cover, let us know and we’ll put it on our 
list.  I’ve had a number of members who told me they are interested in getting a Captain’s license, 
and we are working to schedule classes covering the OUPV (six pack) license and Masters license 
later in the fall. These licenses allow you to carry paying passengers on your boat, and to work on 
commercial vessels which carry passengers.  It’s a major commitment, but opens up lots of 
possibilities to make a profit with your boat! 

Suggestions ? 
How do we make PYC better?  Are there things you’d like to see change?  I think it’s important to 
remember that PYC runs best when we’re all focused on making it better every day, and your 
ideas can help. 

Dan Gingras, Commodore, | Commodore@PortsmouthYC.org 
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2025 FLAG OFFICERS 

 Commodore Dan Gingras     Commodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Vice Commodore Nancy Oeser    ViceCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Rear Commodore Steve Falzone    RearCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Assistant Rear Commodore Toby Clarke   RearCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

 2025 APPOINTED 

   Treasurer Doyle Skeels     Treasurer@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Secretary Beth Fraser     Secretary@PortsmouthYC.org 

 Communications Secy Christina Weller   Communications@PortsmouthYC.org 

2025 DIRECTORS 

Keith Bridge 
Soni Christensen 
Christopher Clement 

Robert DeMaria 
Jim Haslam 
Elaine Perry 

Andy Smith 
Theresa White 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

The following applicants have been interviewed by the Membership Committee and placed on 

the  PYC Wait List: 

Shari Donnermeyer & Joe McLaughlin; Deborah & G. Ritchie White; Marie & Mark Bodi 

 

 

We have 2 new applications for membership: 

 Vincent and Cheryl Tulley of Rye, sponsored by Robert DeMaria and Ken Murphy. The 

Tulley’s moved to the NH Seacoast 10 years ago, and have been part of the boating 

community at the Wentworth Marina for the past 8 years. After adopting Vincent’s dad’s 18’ 

Whaler to “test the waters”, they purchased a 26’ Wasque, Splash II, built by CW Hood in 

Marblehead. They enjoy picnicking on the Wausque and sailing/racing with friends. They 

have made many friends in the boating community, and look forward to continuing to 

expand their social circles and as members of the Portsmouth Yacht Club. 

 Darryl and Lisa English of New Castle, sponsored by Cheryl Mardin and Nancy Jackson. 

After 20+ years living in Utah, Darryl and Lisa moved back to NH to be closer to family. 

Upon retiring from Medical Laboratory Science work, Lisa has been serving as the Town 

Clerk of New Castle, which has allowed her to meet with town residents, many of them 

PYC members. Darryl is a Portfolio Manager for UBS. In addition to his love of boating, he 

is an avid bicyclist. Darryl received his Limited Masters license. They have owned 2 Boston 

Whalers, and are waiting delivery of an Eastern 485 Islander. 

http://PortsmouthYC.org
mailto:Commodore@portsmouthyc.org?subject=
mailto:ViceCommodore@portsmouthyc.org
mailto:RearCommodore@portsmouthyc.org?subject=
mailto:RearCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org
mailto:treasurer@portsmouthyc.org?subject=
mailto:secretary@portsmouthyc.org?subject=
mailto:communications@portsmouthyc.org?subject=
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August is blowing out the humidity, the Annual Cruise is 

underway, and the summer is flying by. 

Thank you to our July hosts. We had spectacular 

events. The hosts outdid themselves. It takes great 

organization and planning to host an event and, in a 

club like ours, it could not be done without members 

willing to jump in and roll up their sleeves. 

The events this year have been so well attended that 

many of our members were not able to sign up in time 

to attend even one. To be considerate of other 

members, please allow them an opportunity to sign up 

before you add your guests. 

We were unable to secure a host for the August 6
th
 Grill 

Night, and therefore it is cancelled. 

The August schedule is as follows: 

 August 9
th
 is the Dave Mowers Memorial 

Race 

 August 15
th
 Paul and Martha Roy are hosting 

BBQ Pig Roast and dancing to The Cat’s 

band. 

 August 20
th
 the Board of Directors is hosting 

the Staff Appreciation Night 

 August 29
th
 Mexican Night from Las Olas 

hosted by Anne & Mike Coffey 

We have many opportunities for you to volunteer at club 

events. You can offer to be a “monthly host” to greet 

and check in members, or you can pick a theme and 

host a dinner/brunch. There is still time for you to host 

an event this year. Please call me directly at (603) 828-

1244 if you are interested. 

 

Fondly,  

Nancy Leigh Oeser, Vice Commodore 

 
 
 
 

LADIES COMMITTEE MEETING 

6:00 PM, Friday, Aug. 15  

(Before the BBQ Pig Roast Dinner) 

 

Grab a cocktail and join us in  

the Whaleback Room at 6:00. 

 

All PYC Ladies are invited! 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

AUGUST 
August hosts: Tom & Barbara Archibald,  

David & Marilyn Wajda 
 

8/9(S)  DAVE MOWERS MEMORIAL  
     RACE 
      
8/15(F) BBQ PIG ROAST 
     (see page 7) 
       (Ladies Committee Meeting  
       at 6:00) 
 
8/20(W) STAFF APPRECIATION NIGHT 
     (see page 8)  
   
8/29(F) MEXICAN NIGHT 
       Las Olas Taqueria 
     (details to come) 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS 

8/18(M), 8/25(M) 

Members, please use outside walkway 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Follow up-to-date information on the 

 PYC Website Calendar 

http://PortsmouthYC.org
http://portsmouthyc.org/WP/?page_id=749
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  A View from the Rear | Steve Falzone, Toby Clarke 

Wendy continues to be busy with members, answering questions and problem solving, dealing with 

staffing issues, and jumping into help with member run events. The club looks fabulous and is 

getting plenty of use by members at events and for personal use. Thank you Wendy and Madigan. 

Your efforts are greatly appreciated. 

A big thank you to all of our members who are following the club closing procedures and cleaning 

up after themselves when using the club. Taking care of our very special place is extremely 

important. 

July has been a busy month on the docks at PYC. Russ and the dock staff are hard at work 

pumping fuel, helping transient mooring customers, and giving launch rides.  

Please mark your calendars and join us for Staff Appreciation Night on 8/20 to show our staff how 

much we appreciate all of their efforts to make PYC the special place it is. Check out the PYC Staff 

page on our website. (Portsmouth Yacht Club > Member Area > Staff). 

Toby and I would like to share some of the feedback received from some of our PYC mooring 

customers. Thank you to Wendy, Russ, Jack, Hobey, Dan, Aidan, Nealey, Nicole, Andy, and Owen. 

Job well done. 

These are all 5-star reviews…. 

 I enjoyed staying at Portsmouth Yacht Club in New Castle the staff is amazing the response is amazing 

very nice and clean the people in the club are really polite and amazing this day was just wonderful thank 

you so much and I will see you next year. 

 This was one of our best stops. The club is lovely, low-key and unpretentious. Members were friendly 

and welcoming. The staff was exceptionally accommodating. The waterfront manager, Russ, got back to 

us on his day off to answer some questions and he texted us after hours to warn of imminent T-storms. 

The launch drivers are skilled and helpful. Could not ask for more. 

 Everyone at PYC was helpful, friendly, and accommodating. We stayed 3 nights. The club has showers 

that were available to us, and the launch service made our stay very convenient to the Portsmouth side 

of the river as the mooring was in Pepperrell Cove.  

 Here at PYC again. Just as good. Always stay here when visiting Portsmouth. Great mooring just off the 

dock. Russ and his crew really helpful with lines and recommendations. Walked to Portsmouth - 2 miles. 

Club has nice deck and facilities 

  

The awning over the grills was in need of adjustment and realignment as it was sagging and pooling 

water. Thanks to Toby, Bill Rushforth, Roy Briscoe and Steve Jefferson for handling the repair. 

Thank you to Peter Amarosa and Paul Roy for keeping those grills in good working order. 

Toby has created a one-page overview of the flag pole, flag protocol, and why it is important to 

PYC. (PYC Flag Protocol) 

Thank you to Beth Fraser, Peter Donahue, Mary Kennedy, Sammy Baldini, Dave & Nancy McArdle, 

Shaun Mathews, Edso & Sheila Harding, Paul Urbanek, Pat Daly & Roy Briscoe and Deb Baer for 

participating in the weeding and cleanup of the PYC parking lot organized by Toby Clarke. 

Steve Falzone, Rear Commodore  

Toby Clarke, Assistant Rear Commodore   

http://PortsmouthYC.org
https://portsmouthyc.org/WP/member-area/staff/
https://portsmouthyc.org/WP/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/PYC-Flag-Protocol-V2.pdf


MV Lily Jean - Long Way Home—Part 2 
New PYC Members Stewart and Kris Hanna  

By mid June Lily Jean and her crew had crossed from Finland to the High Coast (Höga Kusten) Sweden, 
stopping in the town of Örnsköldsvik. The high coast is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and boasts the 
highest coastline in the world at approximately 286 meters above sea level (per Wikipedia), and rising 8mm 
every year. The crew spent 6 days exploring the coast, visiting 
former fishing villages (now summer cottages), Sweden’s 
tallest island mountain on the island of Mjältön, a cold plunge 
in a Harbour lagoon, and a hike through a National Park to 
visit the Slåttdalsskrevan, which we affectively nicknamed the 
Crack. It’s a 200 meters above sea long, 30 meter high 
crevice that cuts the mountain of Slåttdalsberget in half. 
 

We’ve learned a lot of new skills, the first was how to type 
accented characters on an Apple device, ä ł ó etc. Next was 
mooring bow or stern first while picking up a mooring ball as 
you slipped into the dock. We knew this was a requirement 
and purchased a line with a hook for this function, but realized 
that a) in some cases it was too short and b) other boaters 
were using what can only be described as a large/long stainless steel fishing hook. At the next stop we hit the 
chandlery to pick up additional boat gear which made docking far simpler. The next first was docking with a 
stern anchor. The same concept as picking up the mooring ball but instead you drop a stern anchor as you 
approach the dock, set it, then adjust line accordingly as you secure the bow at the dock. The next first was 
docking with a lazy line, in this case the dock has lines running perpendicular to the dock, tied to the dock, 
then at the other end anchored to a chain on the sea bed. As you pull in a member of the crew picks up the 
line from the dock, then walks to the stern hand over hand on the line, and eventually ties off to secure the 
stern in place. All good first experiences and we’re real pros 
now. 
 

A big highlight for all was visiting the Vasa museum in 
Stockholm, the only almost fully intact 17th-century ship that 
has ever been salvaged. The 64-gun warship Vasa sank on 
her maiden voyage in 1628 (see picture). 
 

We’ve made a few long runs crossing the Baltic Sea, Sweden's 
East coast, to Åland, Gotland Island, then onto Poland (we 
skipped Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania), a single night in Germany 
then crossing to Copenhagen. Sea’s have been mostly calm 
and pleasant, but on a few days we’ve experienced 1.5 to 2 
meters swells and 20-25 knot winds. The most uncomfortable 
element has been beam seas, but it has given us a great 
opportunity to dial in how best to trim the boat to handle the 
various conditions. We’ve met some lovely fellow boaters along 
the way who shared recommendations on ports and sights to see. Many of them have been former Navy 
personnel for Sweden, Finland and Germany, while others have been Coast Guard or Merchant Mariners. 
Hearing stories of patrols during the Cold War has been interesting. 
 

We decided to book ourselves into a Copenhagen marina as a special treat for Kris, whose birthday was on 
July 4th. The Wilders Plads Marina is located in the heart of town at the corner of Christianshavns Kanal and 
Wilders Kanal. After making our way into and through the Copenhagen port, giving way to ferries and tour 
boats who have right of way, we tied up briefly behind two sail boats to wait for the Trangravsbroen bridge to 
open on the hour. The Harbour / Bridge master came by to coordinate a little, confirming we had a booking 
before passing the bridge and gave us a warm welcome per our flying Stars and Stripes. The marina also 
sent out a helping hand in a dinghy to guide as the kanal was pretty tight, especially when we reversed stern 
first into the Wilders kanal as one particular sail boat (who was meant to have left already) only gave us 
inches to squeeze by. 
 

Our plan to bring the boat home this year is now on ice as our eldest wasn’t able to join us till late July, and 
the tariff topic remains up in the air. Our plan currently is to cruise SW to Amsterdam where we will pickup 
Jordan and determine our next steps. We have to be mindful of the 90 in 180 days per Schengen rules. We’ll 
most likely winter the boat on the West coast of Sweden sometime in Aug, maybe Sept, which will give us a 
great jumping off point next year as we could cruise north up Norway’s coast or South to warmer waters. For 
now we’re happy to be healthy, safe and constantly learning and experiencing new things.  



On July 18th, PYC member Chris Lund and the crew 

of his J/133 sailboat Jump took part in the Beringer 

Bowl Regatta hosted by the Boston Yacht Club in 

Marblehead. The race is a 46 nm course sailed from 

Marblehead to Provincetown with a unique overnight 

ocean racing format featuring a 7pm race start time.  

In this year’s race, not only did Jump finish first in their 

class (Division A), but they also got line honors (first of 

49 boats to finish), and were awarded the perpetual 

Beringer Bowl Trophy earning Jump’s name inscribed 

on the trophy in the Boston Yacht Club trophy room.  

This year’s race was very challenging due to light 

winds. PYC’s Jump finished at 3:40 AM with an 

elapsed time of 8h 23m. A number of yachts retired 

overnight and into the morning due to the lack of wind. 

There were however a number of boats that wouldn’t 

give up and despite the light wind conditions, finished 

closer to mid-day or early afternoon once the wind 

filled back in across Cape Cod Bay the next day.  

The race featured a mix of upwind sailing for the first 

20 miles with a big wind shift around 11pm making the 

last 25 miles a tight spinnaker reach in light and 

variable wind conditions. The seas were flat and the 

sunset that night was just spectacular. Sailing with the 

lights from the downtown cityscape as the background 

for much of the way there made this race quite unique. 

While everyone had hoped for more wind and an ever 

earlier arrival, it was a really special night for Jump 

and her crew. 

Jump’s Crew:  

Ron Filius, Sean Badger, Chris Lund (owner / driver, 

PYC member), Finn Johnson, Casey Hargbol. 
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RACING NEWS 

http://PortsmouthYC.org


GREETINGS FROM THE GALLEY 
Enjoy this recipe served at our July 23rd, 2025 Grill Night! 

  Thanks for the recipe from Nancy Clarke! 

 

THAI NOODLES 

INGREDIENTS: 

 1 pound pasta - spaghetti, linguine or Asian 

noodles of your choice 

 1 1/2 teaspoons red pepper flakes (I cut 

this back a bit for PYC grill night) 

 1/2 cup sesame oil 

 6 tablespoons honey 

 6 tablespoons soy sauce 

 1 tablespoon rice vinegar 

 3/4 cup peanuts coarsely chopped (I use 

no salt, dry roasted peanuts) 

 3 - 5 green onions chopped - include green 

tops 

 2 tablespoons sesame seeds (Optional - 

I’ve left these out many times when I didn’t 

have them in stock) 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

Mix Red Pepper Flakes, Sesame Oil, Honey, Soy Sauce, and Vinegar in a large 

bowl.  

Cook and drain al dente pasta. Add noodles to liquid and toss. Add remaining two or 

three ingredients.  

You can always alter quantity of peanuts and onions based on your taste. 

This recipe is best made in advance -  at least 4 hours ahead and best when served 

at room temp. 

It can keep for a few days in the fridge. 

Enjoy! 






