
PORTSMOUTH YACHT CLUB 
Newsletter | April/May 2022 | Volume 124 | Issue 1

View from the Bridge 
Commodore Whit Weller

Day by day the club season is approaching, the days are getting longer and the thrill of the 
approaching warmer weather has us all excited.  As I sit here and write this message I can feel the 
breeze in my hair and smell the sweet salt air.  As we move into this month we are welcoming the 
fresh new season by once again coming together in fellowship to dust the winter off our boots and 
make way for summer. 

In this issue we have a lot to update you on, we have the pleasure of welcoming our new Steward, 
Maddie Flagg.  RC Roger Wells updates us on Docks In activities and clubhouse news.  Our PYC 
experience begins and ends with wonderful entertainment and activities all organized by work by 
VC Soni Christensen. She has stacked our season with both traditional activities, as well as, some 
new adventures.   

Read on to hear about the work of our Membership Committee working to help members extend 
our club’s reach to bring in new friends and a diverse group of interesting individuals.  You will read 
of the exciting improvements PC Gingras is working on with 
the IT committee to expand the clubs move into the digital 
world.  Capt. Paulette Semprini and her team are working to 
greatly enhance and beautify the clubhouse décor. 

Join me in welcoming Spring with open arms and please 
come to club activities during Docks In to connect with new 
members and re-connect with each other. 

 See you at the club. 

Whit Weller, Commodore | Commodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

NOTE: 
UNTIL MAY 5  

CLUBHOUSE ACCESS  
IS RESTRICTED TO  

PAINTING, FLOORING,  
AND SPRING SET UP
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS 

The Membership Committee will begin 
interviewing those on the Interview Wait List in 
early May. We currently have 14 applicants 
awaiting their interviews. As of now, we have 3 
openings for new members. However, all those 
on the List will have their interviews in the near 
future.  

Applicants and both of their sponsors must be 
present at the interview. Pepper Sinkler will send 
out a list of times available and it will be up to 
the Applicant to arrange a time suitable to all. 

If there are any questions, please contact any 
member of the Committee – Whit Weller, Debby 
Gebow, Mary Pat Gibson, John Pappas or Pepper 
Sinkler. 

 (View the Applicant Wait List and member 
changes on the PYC website.)

DATES TO REMEMBER 
4/16(S) DOCKS IN & POT LUCK LUNCH 
        RC Roger Wells and Membership 
      Starting at 0800.  Bring a Pot Luck Dish to  
      share after the docks are in. 

UNTIL MAY 5: Clubhouse access is restricted to  
          painting, flooring, and Spring setup 

MAY 
Your May hosts: Laurie Clark & Elaine Syracusa 

5/7(S)  KENTUCKY DERBY PARTY   $20 pp 
        (see Page 7)       
        Sponsored by the Ladies Committee 
5/14(S) OPENING NIGHT  $60 pp 
        (see Page 8)  
        Pat Dowey and Crew 
5/25(W)  WND - MEXICAN NIGHT   $25 pp 
         Catered by Las Olas 
5/30/(M)  MEMORIAL DAY BRUNCH   $TBA 
        Phyllis Breitman & Dan Gingras and Crew 

PLANNING AHEAD 
6/5(SU)  NEW MEMBERS COCKTAIL PARTY 
6/25(S) WOOD ISLAND TOUR

STEWARD’S CORNER 

Hello everyone! As your 
new Steward I am looking 
forward to a warm and 
sunny summer. I am 
excited to be working with 
all of you and can't wait to 
see everybody soon! I am 
very excited to welcome 
Wyatt Parsons back this year as our new 
Dockmaster. He will be a great fit and very 
helpful this summer. Along with Wyatt, we 
have a great mix of new and returning staff 
that are all looking forward to this season. 
This summer I hope to have lots of warm 
weather and fun events! I am very thankful 
for this position and can't wait to start the 
season off on the right foot! 

Maddie Flagg 
 Steward@PortsmouthYC.org

The 2022 PYC Directory will be 
published shortly. Members should be 
receiving them in the mail in May. 

As a reminder, please be sure to keep 
your contact information up to date by 
contacting our Secretary, Sharon Parker, 
at Secretary@PortsmouthYC.org

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Commodore Whit Weller 
Commodore@Portsmouthyc.org 

Vice Commodore Soni Christensen 
ViceCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org 

Rear Commodore Roger Wells 
RearCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org 
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From the Vice Commodore | Soni Christensen

It’s getting warmer and PYC plans for a great season are heating up.  The tentative schedule for 
the Season is now published on the club website (click here). We need volunteers to help with 
many of the events. Will you help serve or clean up? Can you help with preparing a meal? 
Please let me know. I promise you will have a great time and even a Gold Star for helping the 
Club have a fabulous year.

Our events for May include the Famous Kentucky Derby Party, Saturday, May 7, The Opening 
Dinner Dance, “Rock the Docks”, Saturday, May 14, Mexican Night, catered by Las 
Olas Wednesday, May 25,  and the delicious Memorial Day Brunch on Monday, May 30.

We have a special event for Club members this summer. We are planning a tour of the Wood 
Island Life Saving Station. A few of us had the privilege of touring the island last year, what an 
experience.  The tour is scheduled for Saturday, June 25th, commencing right from our docks. 
We have volunteers with boats to take us out and back, and a tour guide to explain the history 
and progress of this very important piece of history.  We will follow up with BYO appetizers and 
BYOB at the club to make a cost free event. It will be a limited event so watch for an 
announcement. Thank you Dudley Dudley for arranging this wonderful event.

We will also have a presentation on June 17 by Jim Chase of the Seacoast Science Center 
about their new Large Mammal Rescue Program. This sounds so interesting, informative and 
exciting. My grandchildren have attended several summer programs over the years and love the 
Center. 

 The presentation will immediately follow dinner. A reminder, this London Broil dinner is prepared 
by DJ Blouin and Porter Davis. This is their first hosting event and promises to be fabulous.

A thank you to our member Greg Lynch for arranging the Seacoast Science Center event.

 Also, “Docks In” is scheduled for April 16. Roger  Wells will be making all arrangements for this 
event, I just want to remind our members that we need to feed all these hard working friends. 
Please bring your best pot luck dish and join everyone for the fun. 

Soni Christensen, Vice Commodore | ViceCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org
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From the Rear Commodore | RC Roger Wells 
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Greetings from the rear! 

The Clubhouse and docks are being readied for a great 
season.  As you know, docks-in will take place on 
Saturday, April 16, and starting at 0800.  I am assembling 
crews for certain big tasks, but all tasks are important and 
everyone is welcome and encouraged to come and enjoy.  

We have hired another great staff this year, with Maddie 
Flagg as Steward and Wyatt Pardons as Dockmaster.  
Additional launch drivers are in the midst of their 
certifications. 

The list of a few of the house and docks improvements 
will include new outside shutters, “deep” house cleaning, 
painting of the main saloon and kitchen, new carpet, 
refinished surface of the dance floor, and new water lines 
at the docks.  

Two Club slips became available this year and the slips 
were assigned according to positions on the slip wait list and qualifications 
based on critical boat dimensions. 

Roger Wells, Rear Commodore | RearCommodore@PortsmouthYC.org
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WND catered by  
Las Olas Taqueria! 

Wed, May 25 
6:00 BYOB Cocktails 
7:00 Dinner 

$25 per person 
details to come

Memorial Day Brunch 
Monday, May 30 

Prepared by Phyllis Breitman & 
 Dan Gingras and Crew 

Details to  come!

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
COMMITTEE 

The Information Technology Committee has 
been meeting to outline the future of 
technology at Portsmouth Yacht Club.   The 
committee, chaired by P/C Dan Gingras, with 
Roy Briscoe, Robert DeMaria, Doyle Skeels, 
and James Haslam, is focused on adding 
some additional capabilities to our 
technology.  This includes: 
• Improving network reliability and security 
• Exploring the possibility of adding online 

reservations and payments for events 
• Adding a membership management 

system 
Members with suggestions for improvements 
should contact P/C Dan Gingras.

SHIPS CHANDLERY 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED at Docks In !! 
Our annual sale of PYC merchandise to 
make room for new products . If you need a 
burgee for this season, please order at that 
time. They take months to get and the 
current order is due but will sell out fast .  
Please contact Paulette Semprini to 
volunteer between 9-1, or whatever works is 
appreciated.  
Thank you, Paulette Pdsemprini@gmail.com

PYC Renovation and Acoustic Committee 
We are on schedule to be brightening, 
painting, replacing the carpet and more. We 
need help at Docks In and the following 
Saturday Work Party.  This is your club and 
volunteers keep it going .  
Please contact me with your availability and 
any talents you might like to share . Two 
arms, weak or strong are welcome and 
needed. 

Thank you, Paulette Pdsemprini@gmail.com
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Sign up for events in the Sign-Up Book 
in the club or email Maddie at 

STEWARD@PORTSMOUTHYC.ORG 

Check the club calendar 
portsmouthyc.org/calendar 
for up-to-date information
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PORTSMOUTH YACHT CLUB LADIES COMMITTEE  

The Ladies Committee of Portsmouth Yacht Club is comprised of all women who are 
members of the Club. Meetings are called by the President and will be announced either in 
the Newsletter or in the Sign-up Book at the Club. The Committee plans and executes 
projects to improve the physical and social aspects of the Club. Money raised by the 
Committee has funded many of the things that the Club more comfortable. Below is a list of 
the Committee’s contributions since 1995.  

1995 Restoration of “The Lady”   $ 2,500 
1996 Steak knives     $      82 
1997 US indoor flag    $      20 
 Traveling burgee    $    150 
1998 CD player, sound system, CDs  $    622 
1999 Kitchen appliances (blender, etc)  $    250 
 TV and CDs     $    894 
2000 Lobster cooker    $      58 
 Front lights     $    100 
2001 Repair of Weather Center   $    229 
2002  Bunting     $    478 
2003  Mosquito traps    $    743 
 Tables for porch    $    160 
 Grill      $    599 
2006 Chairs for deck    $ 2,408 
 Salad bowls     $    125 
 Dining room chairs    $    274 
 Dinner plates     $    375 
2007 Dining room blinds    $  2,135 
 Fans      $     219 
2008 Wine glasses     $     600  
 Dining room shades    $       47 
 Burgee restoration    $     533 
 Porch tables (2), umbrellas (4)  $  1,238 
 Defibrillator     $  1,590 
2009 Restoration of 1926 burgee  $     394 
2010 Repair of Weather Station   $     300 
 Round DR tables (partial share)  $     427 
2011 Umbrella tables and bases   $     725 
 Dining room chairs    $  1,000 
2013 Stove      $  4,000 
2014 PYC burgee dinner plates   $  3,590 
 Outside heaters    $     309 
2017 Salad bowls     $     180 
2021  Refrigerator     $  3,032 
2022 Hi-top tables and cloths   $     354

The Ladies Committee  purchased  
Hi-Top Cocktail Tables  

and Cloths this year

The Ladies Committee purchased  
Wine Glasses in 2008 and Round Tables 

 for the dining room in 2010
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Kentucky Derby
PA R T Y

hosted by the ladies committee

SATURDAY MAY 7TH 
5PM AT THE YACHT CLUB

$10 PER PERSON & BRING YOUR BEST APPETIZER

Mint Juleps, Wine & Big Screen Viewing

GAME: “WIN, PLACE, SHOW”
PRIZES: BEST HAT & BEST DRESSED

prizes available to men and women

Sign Up: Call Laurie Clark at 436-3642

Saturday, May 7, 2022 
5 PM ~ $20 per person  

Please bring an appetizer to share. 

Mint Juleps, Wine &  Big Screen Viewing  
Prizes for:  

Win, Place, Show 
Best Hat 

Door Prizes 
To Sign Up Contact:   

Laurie Clark | 603.988.7994 or Debby Gebow | 603.828.5591 
May 2nd Deadline 

There will be a signup sheet at the Club after Docks In



Please join us to 
Rock the Docks! 

Portsmouth Yacht Club’s Opening Night 
6:00 Cocktails (open bar) and Appetizers 

7:00 Dinner Buffet style, small plates by Take Away Cafe  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Appetizers:  

Soy glazed salmon tartlet w/ cilantro & pickled ginger 
Vegetable dumplings w/ sesame chive dipping sauce 

Icelandic cod cakes w/coconut curry 
Orange ginger chicken tarts w/caramelized onion & cilantro  

Small Plates: 
Sliced beef tenderloin w/ wild mushroom bordelaise & horseradish sauce 

Potatoes au gratin & scallion roasted Roma tomatoes 
Stuffed chicken (Fresh mozzarella, tomato & basil or spinach, prosciutto & pine nuts) 

Vegetable ravioli w/ brown butter sage sauce 
Parmesan focaccia 

Dessert: 
Assorted mini desserts  

(fruit tarts, chocolate chip cookies, brownies, eclairs & cream puffs) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Music by Disc Jockeys Now  

(members may email special requests to  
support@discjockeysnow.com with subject line: PYC May 14) 

$60 per person ~Sign up by Saturday, May 7 
Sign up in the book at the club,  

email Maddie at steward@portsmouthyc.org or  
call 603.436.9877 
Dress:Cocktail Attire
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