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View from the Bridge
Commodore Art Dionne

My year as Commodore has come to an end. It
was an honor and a privilege to serve as
Commodore this past year and an experience
that I will always remember. As I leave I want to
extend my thanks to each member of the
Board of Directors with whom I have served
this past year for their advice and support. I
also want to especially thank V/C Pat Dowey
and R/C Wes Smith who shared the Bridge
with me. The Flags must work together, and we
did.
I wish to welcome our new Board members
Captain David McArdle, Captain Maggie Fogel
and Captain Peter Dawson and say “thank
you” to P/C Glenn Michael, P/C Mike Coffey,
Captain Scott Blidberg and Captain Roy
Briscoe for all their hard work as they leave the
Board.
Finally, I wish to thank all Members who have
stayed involved in making PYC the great Club
that it is.

Commodore Art Dionne getting the Dock House ready to be
dismantled in preparation for New Pier Construction
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IN MEMORIAM
Martin “Marty” Turmelle, 85, passed away on October 2, 2019 at his home in New
Castle. After retiring from Public Service of NH, Marty and his wife Denny owned
and operated the Shiverick Inn in Edgartown on Martha’s Vineyard for 9 years,
then made their home in New Castle for the past 18 years. They have been PYC
member since 2011. (obituary)
MGGEN David C Meade, 79, passed away on October, 2019, at the Watson
Fields Facility in Dover after a lengthy period of failing health. David and his wife
Marina divided their time between Hampton, NH and Vero Beach, FL. They spent
many wonderful days on the boat and at the beach. They traveled extensively,
but always returned to the NH Seacoast and called it home. (obiturary)
Phyllis Anne Joyce, 74, passed away on November 13, 2019, after a long, hard
fought battle with cancer. Phyllis and her husband Doug joined PYC in 2015 and
she thoroughly enjoyed being a member. A Celebration of Life will be held in the
Spring. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the WentworthDouglass Foundation for the benefit of the Seacoast Cancer Center in memory of
Phyllis Anne Joyce. (obituary)

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS
The Membership Committee has interviewed and approved the following candidates to the Wait List:
Casey and Rhea Snyder
Holly and Loren Tennent

Morgan Dudley and Ted Naughton
Toby and Nancy Clarke

We have received 8 applications for membership:
• Timothy and Donna MacDonald of Portsmouth, sponsored by Jude Blake and Zoe Diamond.
Longtime residents of Portsmouth, the MacDonalds love the ocean, lighthouses, Star Island –
anything on the ocean. Tim has been a boater his entire life, and, although Donna has not owned
a boat in quite some time, she does want to acquire another small boat once her work schedule
and travel ease up.
• William Stewart and Susan Spaulding of New Castle, sponsored by Eric & Mary Mauer and
Margaret Sofio & James Zuckerman. William and Susan have admired the Club for some time and
look forward to joining and being active members of the PYC community. They have lived in the
area for many years, including the last fifteen in New Castle. Both are engaged in the community.
Susan is a member of the Great Island Garden Club, and William as a Selectman. They enjoyed
the social activities they participated in during the application process and look forward to more as
members. They have two boats, one power and one sail, and are often out on the water with their
family. Their eldest son was on the high school sailing team and is a certified boater. Their
daughter and younger son have grown up on boats and are competent sailors and boaters. All look
forward to joining the Club and being active members of the PYC community.
continued
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS continued
• W. Brendan Harrington of McLean, Virginia, sponsored by Laurie Clark and Bob Mayer. Having
retired after a 40-plus year career in government and government relations in Washington, DC,
Brendan is moving back to the New Hampshire Seacoast area. He was born in Portsmouth and
grew up in New Castle, where his late father was the last judge to preside over the New Castle
municipal court, and his mother served two terms on the New Castle Board of Selectmen. Brendan
learned to sail and handle power boats on the Piscataqua River. When he finally got his first boat at
age 18, he spent hours and hours cruising around Great Island, up and down the river, and out to
the Isles of Shoals. He has owned a couple of sailboats – currently an old, 27’ Bristol - and has
been actively sailing on the Chesapeake Bay since he moved to the capital in 1974, but he observes
that the Bay’s many charms do not hold a candle to the beauty of the Piscataqua and environs. He
is looking forward to returning to the Seacoast within the next year.
• John and Susan Durkin of Portsmouth, sponsored by John Pappas and Vincent Wenners. The
Durkins have three sons. John is New Hampshire native, and Sue moved here from Albany, NY in
1994. John practices law in Dover, and Sue is the chief of Clinical Services at Lamprey Health Care.
They have been avid boaters for decades, spending most weekends in the warmer weather on their
boat. In addition to fueling their boat at PYC, they have attended a number of events at the Club,
and always come away with the recurring desire to become members.
• Joseph and Jennifer Almeida of New Castle, sponsored by Eric & Mary Maurer and Mark Syracusa.
A family of four, the Almeida’s recently moved from Portsmouth to New Castle, just around the
corner from the Club. They hope to join their many friends at PYC and meet many more. They have
a small power cruiser that is kept on their mooring near Leaches Island in New Castle.
• Gregg and Cara Burzynski of Rye, sponsored by John Dubois and James Haslam. Gregg and Cara
have been local to the Seacoast for 20 years, for almost all of which they have been boating.
Throughout this time, they have known several friends who were members of PYC, all of whom
provided positive feedback on their experiences. The Burzynskis are at a point in managing their
small business that they anticipate spending more and more time on the water. They have had such
a great time on the chances they have had to spend time at PYC, and now seems like the right time
for them to become part of the PYC community. They have been wanting to join for quite some time,
are friendly, sociable, and hope to make new friends while also spending time with existing friends at
PYC.
• Robert D. and Patricia Watson of Greenland, sponsored by Robert E Watson and Frank Gage.
Robert was born and raised on the banks of the Piscataqua in the Atlantic Heights (some locals
called it Watson’s Cove). He was on pleasure boats and lobstering with his father as far back as he
can remember, running the boats alone by the time he was 15. Upon graduation from UNH, he
married his high school sweetheart, Patty, and entered the USAF. He retired from the Pentagon 22+
years later. After an additional 16 years performing financial and operational positions in the
Washington, DC and Wilmington DE areas, the Watsons retired and returned home, settling in
Greenland three years ago. After finally feeling settled into their home and environment, they feel it
is time to get back to their nautical roots. They look forward to the opportunity to engage and
socialize with people of similar interests and being active members of the Club.
• Richard and Carolyn Scott of Portsmouth, sponsored by Ellen Blanchard and Elaine Syracusa.
Carolyn and Richard are both retired. They have been Portsmouth residents for more than 45 years
and have raised 3 children who have remained in the Seacoast area. Carolyn’s late parents, Joyce
and Emitte Kelly, had been members of PYC since 1966, and the Scotts have attended many
functions over the years. They are looking forward to becoming better acquainted with the
membership, participating in club activities and volunteering where needed.
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From the Vice Commodore | Pat Dowey (mail Pat)
Each year as one season closes, we
look forward to celebrating the holidays
and the next season at the Club. It is
not too soon to start thinking about the
winter events!
The Holiday Party will be held again at
Wentworth By The Sea Country Club
on December 14th from 6 – 10:00 PM.
There are many raffle items to win. Sign
up directly by mailing a check to
Darleen Chadwick (see details on page
6). Many thanks to Darleen and her
committee for making this event
special!

The John Hunter Trio with Charlie Jennison.

The New Year Day Brunch event is
returning to the Breakfast Hill Golf Club
on Jan. 1, 2020, from 11:00-1:00 (see details on page 7). Sign up by emailing Frieda at
steward@portsmouthyc.org.

Preliminary planning is underway for the March meeting to be held at Breakfast Hill on Saturday,
March 21st. We are anticipating that master model ship restorer, Rob Napier, will be speaking to us
about his work restoring the model of the Clipper Ship Roman. Former member, Carl Morin, is
sponsoring the restoration and casing of the Roman by Mr. Napier and will donate it to PYC when
that work is complete. We look forward to finalizing this plan for the speaker and to see Carl and
Anne at the March dinner.
The stove replacement process has begun with the formation of a ‘stove committee’ with David
Wajda, John Pappas and Dan Gingras as volunteers. Priorities for the replacement stove include
the following considerations: minimally must have electronic ignition for ovens (and burners
preferred); convection ovens preferred; configuration of burners and ovens must fit current space;
must run on LP gas; should accommodate our big pots; and investigate a stovetop griddle.option.
All orders are shipped directly from the factory; there is no showroom to view the products.
Two quotes have been received but they are both over a price point our budget can tolerate since
this is an unanticipated cost. We are also looking at used equipment and checking with local
restaurant and event venues to see if something in use might suit our needs. Thank you to David,
John & Dan for starting the work on this project.
In closing, I want to recognize the October hosts and volunteers. Even though we encountered
technical difficulties with the stove, their willingness to step forward is deeply appreciated. Thank
you to October hosts, Susan Rist & Clair Grant and the turkey dinner hosts, Joe & Kirsten
Cunningham & crew. The closing cocktail party committee, Marilyn Wajda, Ellen Blanchard, Laurie
Clark, Elaine Syracusa and Ann Mowers, did a fantastic job attending to all the details involved in
throwing a gala party!
Thank you for the opportunity to serve the Club as Vice Commodore. I am sure the membership will
offer the same generous support to the next Vice-Commodore that I enjoyed.
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From the Rear Commodore | Wes Smith (email Wes)
Our 2019 season is over. The Board of Directors is already at work planning for the 2020 season.
Electing new Flag Officers, planning next year’s activities, working on 2020 budgets, replacing the
stove, pier construction, dock house plans/construction, and a host of other projects.
I personally want to thank all the member who helped with various projects during the season.
Without your help the club would not function. We are a working club and thanks again for all your
help.
Docks Out Oct 28th:
The weather cooperated and docks were out in record time. The dock house was cleaned out,
the freezer, counters removed, and the dock house prepared for demolition.
November 1st the club’s water turned off, water lines drained, flushed with air then filled with
antifreeze, all lockers were checked for items that freeze and removed.
Kitchen appliances, ice machine, soda machine winterized.
The shed cleaned and organized. Thanks Mike Coffey.
Kitchen Stove:
Committee actively evaluating stove features: A ‘must have’ for the stove is an electronic ignition
for the ovens.
Dock House:
Charlie Griffiths actively preparing drawings/ specifications..
Pier Construction:
• November 1st the project contract began. Current projections work will begin in January,
weather dependent.
• Construction Sequence of Events
Install temporary pilings
Swing fuel lines to temp pilings.
Demo pier
Remove old pilings
Install new pilings & Cross Bracing
Install new decking in sections- Built off sight
Install Dock house•
Reinstall fuel lines•
Run Utilities
• Front Bushes and Plantings: Bushes pruned, flower beds prepared for winter. My thanks to
Mary Pat and Jay Gibson.
• Dredging Dinghy Dock Area (Long Term Project): Investigating the feasibility and costs of
dredging the area around the dingy dock.
• Screen Door on porch has 2 new closures and safety chain: Hope it stays closed this winter.
The Winter Lock is on and the Club is closed for the season.
My thanks to the House and Docks members for all their hard work. Without their efforts we would
not have a successful year.

Ring in the New Year with your PYC friends and
welcome our 2020 Flag Officers and Directors
Fresh Fruit Display,Vanilla Yogurt with Granola
Assorted Muffins and Bagels,
Scrambled Eggs, Applewood Smoked Bacon,
Crispy Hash Brown Potatoes
Carving station: Honey Glazed Spiral Ham
Fresh Green Beans with Julienne Carrots
Coffee and Tea

$27 per person ~ Cash Bar ~ Sign up by Dec 23

Contact our Steward,Freida Kat
Steward@PortsmouthYC.org

