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From the Bridge 
Commodore Dan Gingras

Less than a month till spring, although you’d never know it.    I’m having a serious winter overload, and I can only hope 
that it means that the summer will be equally awesome.   As I walk by the clubhouse, docks covered with snow,  drifting 
against the front door, I can only remember the beautiful days and all the wonderful friends on the deck, enjoying the sun 
and watching the traffic on the river.   These memories are the only things that keep me going these short, dark, cold days.  

A recent bill by the NH Senate to restrict 
vessels to headway speed in the Piscataqua 
never made it out of committee, being voted 
down 5-0.   

In keeping with our goals of providing more 
boating education, we are creating a joint 
program with the Portsmouth Power Squadron, 
and we will be able to offer a number of 
courses to our members,   If there’s something 
you’d like to know more about… Anchoring,  
GPS,  Electronics,   please let me know and I’ll 
work with the Power Squadron to get those 
courses scheduled.   Some of the programs are 
one day seminars, others are multi-week, in-
depth courses.   This is a great opportunity for 
all our members and it will mean that one night 
per week, the courses will be held upstairs. 

On another matter,  Paul Roy mentioned to me 
that his “BIG BUDDY” heater went missing 

from the clubhouse.   If you “borrowed” it, or otherwise saw it, please let me know.   We’ve lost a number of things from 
the clubhouse and the shed over the past couple of years, and it’s distressing.   There are lots of people who come and go 
in the club, many of whom are non-members, so as they say in the big city; “if you see something, say something”. 

We are going to install a new camera system in the clubhouse and dock area this year to improve security, and also to 
allow members to log in and check to see if their boats are secure.   This will allow us to have a video record if issues 
come up, and it will offer protection to all our members.   We are still deciding where the cameras will be located. 

(Mail Dan; 603-674-2244)

   Missing: 
 Paul Roy’s “Big Buddy” 
  heater went missing 
  from the clubhouse. 
  Have you seen it?  
  Please let us know.

Member Dues 
As a reminder, PYC Dues MUST be paid before March 1. 
Please make sure that you have paid your dues. Mail dues to: 

Doyle Skeels, Treasurer 
Portsmouth Yacht Club 
PO Box 22425 
Portsmouth, NH 03802 

Treasurer@PortsmouthYC.org 
Constitution & Bylaws Article XII - Dues and Fees states: 

“Any member whose dues remain unpaid on 
March 1 shall be expelled without further notice.”

What Spring????
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From the Vice Commodore ~ Bill Pelletier ~ (Mail Bill)

Well – what a difference a few weeks will make in New England. At the end of January, it was clear, cold, and the ground 
was bare.  As of this week, we are looking at multiple feet of snow on the ground and ice – lots of it – on most of the 
Piscataqua and Great Bay.  Hopefully everyone is staying warm, and thinking warm thoughts of the upcoming boating 
season. 

Speaking of thinking Warm Thoughts - 
Over the years, many of you have been 
active participants in the club’s House & 
Docks Committee.  This is my “casting 
call” for past members, and those of you 
who would like to contribute to the club’s 
upkeep and betterment from pre-season 
in early spring through an always too-
early, but necessary closing in the fall. 

From looking at the calendar, we are 
about 8 weeks out from Docks In (if you 
can believe that with multiple feet of snow 
at the moment).  I would like to hear from 
you over the next week or so via email at 
Bill.Pelletier.PYC@Gmail.com, with a 
subject line of “House & Docks”. In your 
email, if you would let me know your 
availability, past experience with House & 
Docks, “specialties”, contact information (email, phone, etc) along with any other information you would like to share!  
Once I have a list and a rough headcount, I will arrange for the first Committee meeting somewhere local to the Seacoast. 

Even if you do not feel like you would be able to dedicate time to the H&D Committee, I would encourage everyone to 
think about what they can do to help move our club forward.   Never hesitate to reach out to me via email with any 
questions, comments, or suggestions. 

Lastly – I have fielded a few requests for placement on the wait lists for lockers and slips. Once we get to the March 1st “all 
Dues are Due” date, I will very quickly know what we have for available placements.  Again - If you have not yet sent in 
your annual dues and fees for lockers and slips as of this newsletter – do not wait – write that check and get it in the mail.

DATES TO REMEMBER  
March 28 (S) Dinner w/ Speaker (see pg 5) 

PLANNING AHEAD 
April 4 (S) Work Party 9:00 AM 
April 11 (S) Work Party 9:00 AM 
April 18 (S) Docks In followed by 
             Pot Luck Lunch 
May 3 (SU) Cocktail Party 
             Hosted by the Ladies Committee 
May 6 (W) WND - Cinco de Mayo 
May 16 (S) Opening Night Dinner Dance

Membership News 

The latest list (updated monthly) of Applicants, 
Resignations and New Members may be found on the 
PYC website: Member Area: Member Changes and How 
to Sponsor a New Member. 

This page also includes instructions on How to Sponsor a 
New Member, as well as  a downloadable Membership 
Application including an explanation of the Application 
Process.
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The season is moving along.  Well. that means it is snowing, the piles of snow are everywhere and we are only 65 days away from Docks 
In as I write this report.  If you have not had the opportunity to see the club lately, take a minute and drive by and see the snow drifted up 
almost to the sky. 

Plans are underway for the upcoming season.  The caterer has been contracted for the opening dinner dance and a number of dinners 
throughout the season, restaurants have been contracted and dates inked in. Friday Night at the Club bookings are underway, member 
prepared dinners and breakfasts are being organized, cocktail parties are planned, the Christmas Dance is booked, and New Years Day 
breakfast is already underway.   With all that said…I have been working hard but could still use help.  Would you be interested in hosting 
for a month?  Hosting means you collect money for the dinners, pick the centerpieces, and help out in some of the organizing of the events 
for the month.  Please let me know if you can help with hosting, or would be interested in organizing a group of your friends and cooking a 
dinner for the club on a Wednesday or Friday evening.  Remember this is your club and “WE” have the opportunity to create a 
comfortable and fun Yacht Club that everyone wants to be part of. 

Upcoming is the March 28th dinner at the Portsmouth Country 
Club with our own Rod Watterson as our guest speaker (see  
pg. 5). Join us, come spend the evening with friends, carry on 
about all the snow you had at your home, and begin the 2015 
season with laughter and good food. 

April 18th is Docks In – pot luck to immediately follow. 

May 6th is our first Wednesday night dinner at the club.  We 
will be having a “cinco de mayo” dinner catered by 
Margarita’s followed with a SALSA dance lesson taught by the 
Portsmouth Ballroom.  Now, could you ask for more fun than 
that??? 

Finally, over the next few months articles will be reprinted 
from our House and Docks Rules.  Please take the time to read 
them over and if you have any questions or surprises feel free 
to give a call any of the Flag Officers.  This month the 
information is on PYC Bar Policies. 

Stay well, stay warm and I hope to see you on March 28th.

From the Rear Commodore ~ Nancy Gulley ~  (Mail Nancy)
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PYC BAR POLICIES 

It has been our practice, every few years, to explain our bar policies for the benefit of new members and anyone who may have 
forgotten them. 

First and foremost, we have a BYOB private club bar. That means we are not a commercial, licensed bar and are not equipped or 
trained to function like one. Our bar is a simple one, designed to supply a variety of soft drinks for free, an amenity to our club life.  

As an adjunct to our club sponsored functions, cocktail service is provided, but only simple drinks such as wine, beer and highball 
type drinks (example: Scotch and soda, Gin and tonic, Bourbon and water, etc.) should be ordered. Our bar staff is not professionally 
trained and the bar is not equipped to mix complicated cocktails. 

As a BYOB bar, members must bring their own alcoholic beverages. Any such beverages must be stored in members’ lockers or 
taken home. They may not be stored at the bar. When presenting your bottle to the bar staff at functions, it should have a label with 
your last name clearly printed on the shoulder of bottle (half-inch masking tape and a marker suggested). 

Because the back-bar has limited work space, at club functions, one or two staffers will be on duty to dispense members’ beverages. 
At such times members are asked not to go behind the bar. This avoids congestion and confusion and allows beverage orders to be 
dispensed in an orderly manner. 

When the bar is busy, please step away as soon as your drink(s) have been presented to you, so that the person behind you can order 
his/her drinks. 

If a member should have an issue concerning the bar it should be brought to the attention of the Steward or the Vice Commodore and 
not to an employee. 

Finally, it is expected that any use of alcoholic beverages in the club will be done responsibly.
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CRUISE NEWS  

Spring is getting nearer every day!  

The Mooring Reservation Contact 
Information List is available on the 
PYC website Here. 

We suggest you call early if you plan 
to go on the cruise. 

If you do plan to go, please let us 
know.  

The Cruise Guide is being assembled 
now. 

Cruise Schedule 
Aug 2  Rockland 
Aug 3  Cradle Cove  
Aug 4-5 Castine 
Aug 6  Benjamin River 
Aug 7-8  Blue Hill  
Aug 9-10-11 Southwest Harbor 
Aug 12 Somes Sound  

This could be a day trip and 
return to SW or go into Northeast 
Harbor if planned ahead.     

Aug 13 Frenchboro 
Aug 14 Camp Island 
Aug 15 Seal Bay, Vinalhaven 
Aug 16 Rockland 

Return to  Rockland, remain  
in area, or start return trip to 
Portsmouth. 

Ken Jones (Mail Ken), Roger Wells (Mail Roger) , Cruise Directors       
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PORTSMOUTH YACHT CLUB’S ANNUAL DINNER/SPEAKER EVENT
Saturday, March 28, 2015

at the PORTSMOUTH COUNTRY CLUB, 80 COUNTRY CLUB LANE, GREENLAND, NH 
6 PM Cocktails  (Cash Bar); 7 PM Dinner; 

8 PM Guest Speaker: PYC member Capt. Rod Watterson, USN (Ret)
Cost: $39.00 per person

Cheese, Fruit and Cracker Tray 
Caesar Salad 

Spinach Salad w/ grilled onions and dried cranberries 
Ricotta Stuffed Shells Marinara 

Sole Florentine w/citrus butter sauce 
Carved Marinated Flank Steak au jus 

Duchess potatoes; Vegetable 
Rolls and Butter; Chef’s Dessert

Please sign up by March 21. 
Contact: Paul and Mary Beth Goldberg 
603-645-1351 or levanter2@msn.com

The latest attendance list can be found on the PYC website Here.

Rod Watterson presents:
32 in ’44: Building the Portsmouth Submarine Fleet in World War II

Our speaker for the March dinner is PYC member Capt. Rod Watterson, USN (Ret) 
who will draw from his book 32 in '44: Building the Portsmouth Submarine Fleet 

in World War II to present the 
factors behind Portsmouth 
Navy Yard’s record-setting 
production during the war. In 
the 1930's the Portsmouth 
Navy Yard built fewer than two 
submarines a year, yet in 1944 
it completed an astonishing 32 
submarines. Few industrial 
facilities contributed more to 
winning the war than the navy 
yard across the river from 
Portsmouth Yacht Club.
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